GIANT BURROWING FROG

Credit: Jayden Walsh

One of Australia’s largest
frogs and a burrower. Often
mistaken for a Cane Toad - the
difference is in the eyes - they
have vertical pupil with a
silver-grey iris.

THE BOLWARRA BEETLE STORY
Bolwarra or Native Guava (Eupomatia
laurina) and the Elleschodes Weevil, a tiny
beetle, have a close relationship. Early
summer flowers (like tiny magnolias) are
only pollinated by this
beetle.
It lays its egg in the
flower, when the flower
drops to the ground,
the larval weevils feed
on it and complete their
development in the soil.

EASTERN PYGMY POSSUM
The endangered Eastern
Pygmy Possum feeds on
Banksia nectar and insects
and lives in family groups in
tree hollows.

Identify native plants in your garden and control
weeds to stop spread into bushland. Call the Noxious
Weeds Officer on 9970 1364 for more information.
Be a responsible pet owner. Keep you cats indoors,
especially at night.

The reserve is home to
many birds you may not see
in your garden.
Pittwater Natural Heritage
Association (PNHA)
offers guided bird walks
in the Mullet Creek
area. Contact Kerry on
pnhabirdwatching@gmail.com
or 0402 605 721 for more information.
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WHAT’S
BIODIVERSITY?

Pittwater Environmental Foundation (PEF)
is a trust established in 2006 to receive tax
deductible donations for environmental
projects in the Northern Beaches (formerly
Pittwater) local government area.

Mullet Creek has a high biodiversity record with a
variety of plant communities including heathland,
eucalypt woodland, coastal rainforest and swamp
forest within the 70ha Ingleside Chase Reserve.

Supported by:
Golden Whistler
Credit: James Rice

Mullet Creek’s headwaters are located within
Ingleside and Elanora Heights, with north and south
arms meeting above Irrawong Waterfall, flowing into
Irrawong Reserve, Warriewood Wetlands, Narrabeen
Creek and finally into Narrabeen Lagoon.

PITTWATER ENVIRONMENTAL
FOUNDATION

More information:
pittwaterenvironmentalfoundation.org.au
and on Facebook.

WHAT’S THAT BIRD?

BIODIVERSITY PROJECT

The number and variety
of life forms - plants,
animals, insects,
birds, fungus, etc that
form part of a natural
ecosystem.

Credit: Lesley Stevens

TO HELP MULLET CREEK AT HOME

UPPER MULLET
CREEK

About 160 native birds use the reserve, including
threatened species such as the Powerful Owl, Glossy
Black Cockatoo, Regent Honeyeater and Swift Parrot.
Others include the Eastern Whipbird, Eastern Yellow
Robin, Scarlet Honeyeater, Rufous Fantail, Sacred
Kingfisher, Noisy Pitta and Lyrebird.
Swamp Wallaby, Endangered Eastern Pygmy Possum,
Sugar Glider, Ringtail and Brushtail Possums, reptiles
such as Diamond Python and frogs including the
Endangered Giant Burrowing Frog live here.
Such special flora and fauna deserve protection.

5/07/2016 9:41:59 AM

W H AT ’ S T H E P R O B L E M ?
Weed invasion. Native plants provide critical
habitat to our native fauna, offering nectar, pollen,
insects, fruit, seeds, foliage, sap and nesting and
resting. Weeds displace native plants and threaten
native biodiversity.
Introduced pests such as rabbits, rats, foxes and
domestic pets - cats and strays dogs impact native
biodiversity. The reserve is a Wildlife Protection
Area with cats and dogs prohibited.
We want Mullet Creek and the Warriewood
Wetlands to remain as a special place for both its
wildlife, and the community.
WHY THIS PROJECT?
Focus is on the upper catchment of the creek
because this has been a source of weeds which
travel downstream to infest the lower reaches
of the creek and wetlands. It’s better to stop the
problem at the source.

The NSW Environmental Trust has awarded a six
year Large Project Grant of $250,000 from 20122018 to Pittwater Environmental Foundation
(PEF) for regeneration and revegetation in 10.5ha
of the creek line area of Upper Mullet Creek
Catchment with the support of Northern Beaches
Council.

Ludwigia peruviana
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Irrawong Road area - Tall forest in a protected gully
Trees
•

Swamp Mahogany
(Eucalyptus robusta) flowers winter, from early
April.

•

Weeds are strategically removed, encouraging
natural regeneration. Fencing and tree guards
are installed to protect from browsing Swamp
Wallabies. The expectation is for the catchment
to be free of mature stands of weeds and restore
the natural ecosystem.

Bangalay
(Eucalyptus botryoides)
- thick rough bark, clean
upper branches.

•

View the project along the walking track to
Irrawong waterfall or from Ingleside Park track
entrance at Ingleside Road or Wesley Street
entrance.

Sydney Peppermint
(Eucalyptus pilularis) fine fibrous bark on trunk,
long dangling strips on
smooth upper branches.

•

Coachwood
(Ceratopetalum
apetalum) - (top right) a
tree of protected gullies,
smooth blotchy bark.

•

Watergum (Tristaniopsis
laurina) (middle right)

•

Umbrella Fern (Sticherus
flabellatus)(bottom right)

It’s a community effort, with large landowners
higher in the catchment, such as Elanora Country
Club, Sydney Water and Sydney Conference Centre
working to control weeds on their land.
Problem weeds include Ludwigia peruviana,
Cockspur Coral Tree, Lantana, Tradescantia, Palm
Grass, Box Elder, Arum Lily and Privet.

CAN YOU SPOT THESE
TREES AND SHRUBS?

W H AT W E A R E D O I N G !

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Bushcare volunteers weed and plant on the 3rd
Saturday from 1 - 4pm each month, meeting
either near Irrawong waterfall or occasionally
Wesley Street. Any time you can spare is
worthwhile! Come a few times and you’ll see
progress that will delight you. Contact Northern
Beaches Council on 9970 1111 for more
information.

Ingleside Park & Wesley Street,
drier woodland with heathy
understorey
Heath-leaved Banksia (Banksia
ericifolia) - shrub, favourite of
Eastern Pygmy Possums.
Trees include Scribbly Gum
(Eucalyptus haemastoma) and
Red Bloodwood (Corymbia
gummifera).
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